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5th Wave Collective Announces 2019/2020 Season 
Celebrating the Life and Work of Clara Schumann 

 
Highlights include: 

• Four world premieres  
• The return of the well-loved programs “Outcry” and “Dead 

Composers Society” 
• A new 5th Wave Collective String Quartet  

 
August 20 - Chicago, IL: 5th Wave Collective is proud to announce its 
second season, a celebration of the life and works of Clara Schumann 
(September 13, 1819 - May 20, 1896) during her 200th birthday 
anniversary year. Schumann’s works will be featured on six of the 
Collective’s seven concert programs, including a new string quartet 
arrangement of her Three Romances for Piano by 5th Wave Artistic 
Director Ashley Ertz, and a season finale performance of her magnificent 
Piano Concerto in A minor. On the heels of its highly ambitious inaugural 
season, during which 5th Wave produced nine chamber and orchestral 
concerts throughout Chicago, this season comprises a full program of Clara 
Schumann’s masterpieces; a new series introducing a core String Quartet; 
and the Collective’s first educational outreach workshop. In addition, two 
best-loved programs are set to return: a continued collaboration with 
Chicago photographer Whitney Bradshaw and her visceral reaction to the 
female experience, “Outcry,” and the historically centered “Dead 
Composers Society.”   
 
What does 5th Wave Mean? Historians describe the progression of 
feminism in “waves”, beginning with the Women’s Suffrage Movement at 
the turn of the 20th century. The second wave focused on reducing 
inequalities in the workplace, normalizing feminine sexuality, and 
expanding reproductive rights. The early 21st century marked the start of 
the third wave, which focused on embracing individuality, and 
acknowledging the relationship of gender identity to social and political 
discrimination. With recent political advances and the globalization of 
feminism, the fourth wave is underway.  
In 5th Wave Collective, we seek to build upon this rich feminist tradition by 
supporting, empowering, and celebrating womxn composers and artists in 
all disciplines. 5th Wave’s motto is: 

 

She must be heard to be known. 
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The season opens September 20, 2019—one week after Clara Schumann’s 200th birthday— with a lively concert 
titled “No Nonsense Nonets,” at Hairpin Arts Center, 2810 N. Milwaukee Avenue. The intriguing instrumentation 
of a nonet brings the color palette of a full orchestra to the chamber music hall, launching the season with a 
cheerful and energetic spirit. Program highlights include a world premiere of a nonet arrangement of Clara 
Schumann’s Lieder, Op. 13, by 5th Wave Artistic Director Ashley Ertz, and Louise Farrenc (1804-75)’s Nonet, a 
charmingly innovative work that displays Farrenc’s intimate understanding of instrumental interplay. The evening 
includes a special pre-concert discussion with the performers and 5th Wave Executive Board members and will 
conclude with a post-concert reception, celebrating the exciting start to a promising second season.  
 
October brings about one of the most exciting elements of the year — the October 26, 2019 introduction of the 
5th Wave Collective String Quartet The concert takes place at Uncommon Ground, 3800 N. Clark Street, in 
Lakeview. Formed by some of the Collective’s most dedicated musicians, the Quartet will serve as ambassadors 
of 5th Wave’s mission to the community at large, presenting historic and contemporary masterworks written for 
this iconic chamber music genre. Works on its debut program will include the world premiere of a string quartet 
arrangement of Clara Schumann’s Three Romances for Piano, Op. 11 by 5th Wave Artistic Director Ashley Ertz, the 
quirky and undeniably imaginative “Carrot Revolution” by San Francisco-based Gabriella Smith, and “Blueprint,” 
by Pulitzer Prize winner Caroline Shaw. 
 
“Dead Composers Society,” one of the most well-received concerts from the 2018-19 season, returns on 
November 22, 2019, at Heaven Gallery, 1550 N. Milwaukee Avenue, #2, to remind audiences that, yes, women 
have been composing music for a very long time. The pinnacle of the Collective’s Clara Schumann celebration, this 
program of all Schumann works includes her profound and sentimental Piano Sonata in G minor, the Three 
Romances for Violin and Piano, a song cycle, and the monumental Piano Trio in G minor. Written during a tense 
and stressful period in her life, the G minor Trio is a testament to graceful perseverance.  
 
In Winter 2020 (date to be announced), 5th Wave Collective is also pleased to reprise “Outcry,” again in 
collaboration with photographer and visual artist Whitney Bradshaw. Bradshaw’s long-running series of the same 
name empowers women to raise their voices against gender discrimination, by creating portraits of women 
screaming into the camera. These intensely evocative images are paired with musical works that seek to translate 
those same angers and frustrations into musical form, creating an immersive performance art experience. A sold-
out show in 2018, this program, which challenges the audience to confront society’s shortcomings, will be timed 
to coincide with the 2020 Women’s March, and will feature world premiere variations on Ethel Smyth’s infamous 
March of the Women by multiple young womxn composers.  
 
In April 2020 (date to be announced), 5th Wave introduces this season’s second initiative: an educational outreach 
program, designed to teach students about the lives of womxn composers through reading, listening, and creating 
new music, under the guidance of a living, Chicago-based composer. In each workshop, students will learn about 
a particular composer, listen to her music, and collaboratively compose musical motifs. For this season, the 
program focuses on Clara Schumann, giving students the opportunity to learn about this outstanding yet often 
unheard composer.  
 
Closing out the season with a busy May, 5th Wave presents two concerts, the first of which brings back the 5th 
Wave String Quartet: May 9, 2020, at Uncommon Ground, 3800 N. Clark Street. This time around, the Quartet 
invites friends from the larger Collective to perform works for quintet in a program entitled “5th Wheel.” In 
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addition to continuing the bicentenary fête of Schumann, the Quartet and Friends will program a portion of the 
concert themselves, a nod to their growing artistic role in seasons to come. A highlight of the program will be 
Artistic Director Ashley Ertz’s third world premiere arrangement of the season, this time of Schumann’s Lieder for 
vocalist and string quartet. 
 
Returning to the magnificent Chicago Temple, 77 W. Washington Street, where 5th Wave’s first season began, the 
Collective concludes season two on May 29, 2020, with the strength of a full chamber orchestra. The Season 
Finale features the winner of the Collective’s second Call for Scores, following up on notable success in 2018-19 
with over 60 submissions received. And, in a jubilant celebration, 5th Wave makes its final salute to Clara 
Schumann’s 200th birthday by presenting her only orchestral work: the striking Piano Concerto in A minor. 
 
 
 
 
Did You Know? 

• In its first season, 5th Wave Collective presented 11 concerts - an ambitious and accomplished number 
for a brand-new ensemble. 

• 5th Wave Collective involved nearly 150 musicians from the Chicagoland area in 2018-19, helping to 
further its mission of promoting music by womxn composers to the greater musical community. 

• An oboe quintet from the Collective, featuring co-founder and Artistic Director Ashley Ertz, was invited 
to perform at the premiere Boulanger Initiative Women Composer’s Festival. At the festival, the quintet 
performed alongside prominent artists such as Missy Mazzoli and Jennifer Koh.  

• “Outcry,” a concert presented in collaboration with Chicago-based artist Whitney Bradshaw, filled every 
seat in the house.  

 
That’s Not All! 

• 5th Wave Collective presented two full orchestral programs in 2018-19.  
• The Collective’s first-ever Call for Scores, an open invitation to womxn composers from around the 

world to submit orchestral works for consideration, received over 60 submissions. The winner, Katerina 
Gimon’s immersive “Ice Forms,” had previously been performed by the Vancouver Symphony. 

• Artistic Director Ashley Ertz, in collaboration with several collective members, created a new edition of 
parts for Amy Beach’s Symphony in E Minor, Gaelic. Previously only available as a score, this 
monumental work of the Romantic Era will see new life now that a set of edited parts are readily 
obtainable. 

• Other arrangements by Ashley Ertz: Florence Price, Piano Pieces (solo piano) for wind quintet; Margaret 
Bonds, Troubled Water (solo piano) for oboe quintet.  

 
5th Wave Collective was founded in 2018 by recent graduates of DePaul University’s esteemed School of Music: 
Artistic Director Ashley Ertz, oboe, and Operations Director Mika Allison, oboe. The Collective’s goal is to bring to 
the fore music by womxn composers across the centuries to the present day; to provide opportunities to young 
musicians; to foster inclusive musical education for youth; and to engage the public in a voyage of discovery of 
womxn’s artistic accomplishments. 5th Wave Collective is a fiscally sponsored arts organization, affiliated with 

Fractured Atlas. Its major supporters include Oboe Chicago and Forrests Music. 
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2019-20 Schedule
 
 
Fall 2019 
 

No Nonsense Nonets 
Tuesday, September 20th, 7 pm 
Hairpin Arts Center 
2810 N. Milwaukee Avenue 
 

5th Wave String Quartet 
Saturday, October 26th, 7pm 
Uncommon Ground 
3800 N. Clark Street 
 

Dead Composers Society 
Friday, November 22nd, 7pm 
Heaven Gallery 
1550 N. Milwaukee Avenue, #2 
Wine Included 
 
 

Winter 2020 
 
Outcry 
Winter 2020, date to be announced 
Location to be announced 
 

 
 
Spring 2020 
 

Educational Workshop 
April 2020, date to be announced 
Location to be announced 
 

 
5th Wave String Quartet: 5th Wheel 
Saturday May 9th, 7pm 
Uncommon Ground 
3800 N. Clark Street  
 

Season Finale 
Friday May 29th, 7pm 
Chicago Temple 
77 W. Washington Street 
 
 
 
 
All events take place in Chicago, IL.  
 
Tickets for all concerts: 
$10 general admission 
$5 student/senior  
 

 


